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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .114. Applicanfs submission filed on 10 June 
2004 has been entered. 

2. This Action is in response to the communication received on 10 June 2004. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claims 1-6, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hudetz et al. US patent no, 6,199,048 B1 in view of Call US patent no. 5,913,210. 

6. As to claim 1 , Hudetz, System And Method For Automatic Access Of Remote 
Computer Over A Network, discloses a method for providing an interconnection 
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relationship between a product and a desired location (a desired resource) on a global 
communications network (Fig, 1, internet 20), comprising the steps of 

disposing a machine readable product code on the product (Hudetz, Abstract, 
col. 3, lines 24-37, swiping a bar code reader over the UPC symbol), the machine 
readable product code having encoded product information contained therein, the 
product code having no routing information embedded therein which would allow the 
product code, in and of itself, to cause routing to the desired location over any path on 
the network (Hudetz, col. 3, 38-67; coL 4, lines 1-31; col. 8, lines 11-67; col. 9, lines 1- 
67; col. 10, lines 1-3)\ 

reading the machine-readable code at a user location on the network (Hudetz, 
col. 10, lines 58-67; coL 11, lines 1-67; col. 12, lines 1-23)\ 

in response to the step of reading the machine readable product code, and 
without user intervention, decoding the product code (col. 9, line 55 - col. 12, line 23)\ 
However, Hudetz does not explicitly disclose assembling a message packet containing 
the product information; transmitting the message packet to an intermediate code on the 
network having associated therewith a database. Thus, the artisan would have been 
motivated to look to the related internetworking art for potential methods and systems 
for Implementing assembling a message packet containing the product information; 
transmitting the message packet to an intermediate code on the network having 
associated therewith a database. 

In the same field of endeavor. Call, a related Methods And Apparatus For 
Disseminating Product Information Via The Internet, discloses in the internetworking art 
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the assembling a message packet (cross-references) containing the product 
information; transmitting the message packet to an intermediate node (Call, Fig. 2, 
Product Code Translator 101) on the network having associated therewith a database. 
Call discloses that in Fig, 2, the centrally stored cross-references thus correlate acts of 
universal product codes with the Internet addresses where information can be obtained 
about the products designated by those codes (Call, col. 1, lines 32-51) and 
manufactures submit the cross-references which relates their assigned universal 
product codes to associated internet addresses where information relating to their 
products may be obtained, col. 3, lines 48-60). Call also suggests that the Product Code 
Translator as an Internet Resource, storing cross-references between universal product 
codes identifying specific products, and Internet addresses specifying the locations at 
which information about these products may be obtained (Call, col. 1, line 32 - col, 2, 
line 4; col. 2, lines 33-60). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Call's teachings of the 
cross-referencing database to refer a product information inquiry to the server operated 
by the manufacturer, with the remainder of the product code being sent to the 
manufacturer's server to identify the particular product (Call, col. 2, lines 33-60) with the 
teachings of Hudetz, for the purpose of reducing the size of the cross-referencing 
database and further simplifying the process of registering manufacturers and 
maintaining the database (Call, col. 8, lines 1-8). 
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Hudetz-Call discloses converting in the database the decoded product code to 
routing information over the network to the desired location, which routing infornnation, 
embedded within an instructional code, is returned to the user location and defines the 
manner by which a user or a computer at a user location wherein the machine readable 
code was read can communicate with the desired location via an interconnection 
therewith (Call, Fig. 2; items 207,213, 215, 211; col. 1, line 13 -col. 2, line 4; coL 3, line 
28 - col. 4, line 58; coL 6, line 32 - coL8, line 8). 

Hudetz-Call discloses receiving at the user location from the intermediate node 
on the network the instructional code that instructs the user node to connect to the 
desired location on the network (Hudetz, Alternatively, instead of displaying query 
results URL at step 90 (of Fig. 5), browser software in local host can automatically load 
the retrieved URL and point the user to the site corresponding to that URL. An 
additional filed in database 60 can provide a code indicating whether this feature should 
be enabled or disabled for a particular URL, (Hudetz, col. 9, line 55 - col. 10, line 3): 
and 

Hudetz-Call discloses connecting the user location to the desired location in 
accordance with the received instructional code such that connection to the desired 
location is connected by the intermediate code through the instructional code, wherein 
all connections to desired locations are controlled only by the intermediate node and not 
by any actions at the user location other than operation of reading, and wherein actions 
at the user location do not prevent connection or affect connection to the desired 
location (Call, in Fig,2 that the product code translator 101 stores information in a 
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relational database consisting of the tables (207, 213, 215, 211). The product code 
translator can respond to the request for information about a particular participant 
manufacturer and return to the requester the information in the company table 211 as 
well as the specification of all of the registered universal product codes assigned to that 
participating manufacturer and the IP address (or URL) of the location where further 
information on the products designated by the registered universal product codes may 
be obtained. ... The cross-reference table 215 can be scanned by the product code 
translator in response to a request for certain universal product codes only. ..(Call, col. 
6, line 5 - col. 8, line 80). Call also discloses that programs may be readily written to 
automate the conversion of information stored in a manufacture's existing product 
database into the form of static or dynamically generated HTML pages which can be 
transmitted to fulfill information requests routed to the manufacturer by cross- 
referencing facility, Industry and inter-industry groups can promulgate standards and 
guidelines which will promote consistent formats for product descriptions which are 
accessed in accordance with the invention (Call, col. 13, lines 6-22). Therefore, it would 
have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art to see that the connection to 
the desired location (Call, the URL of the location of a participating manufacturer) is 
controlled by the intermediate node (Call, Fig. 2, the product code translator) through 
the instructional code (Call, cross-referencing), wherein all connections location are 
controlled only by the intermediate node and not by the any actions at the user location 
(Call, the product requester) other than the operation of reading, and wherein actions at 
the user location do not prevent connection or effect connection to the desired location. 
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7. As to claim 2, Hudetz-Call discloses the product code comprises a UPC (Hudetz, 
Abstract, col. 6, lines 7-45; Call, Abstract). 

8. As to claim 3, Hudetz-Call discloses the product code comprises an ISBN 
(Hudetz, Abstract, col. 6, lines 7-45; Call, col. 7. lines 49-61). 

9. As to claim 4, Hudetz-Call discloses the product code comprises an EAN 
(Hudetz, Abstract, col. 6, lines 7-45; Call, col. 3, lines 1-7). 

1 0. As to claim 5, Hudetz-Call discloses the routing information comprises a 
universal resource locator (URL) that comprises a unique locator on the network to the 
desired location (Hudetz, col. 5, lines 55-67; col. 6, lines 1-6; Call, Fig. 2, items 213, 
215). 

11. As to claim 6, Hudetz-Call discloses wherein the step of converting comprises: 
providing the database (Call, Fig. 1, item 101) having stored therein an 

associative table which relates a plurality of product codes with associated locations on 
the network, each of the product codes having routing information to that associated 
location associated therewith (Call, Fig. 2; items 213, 215, 211; col. 5, line 4 - col. 8, 
line 8; col. 13, lines 6-22); and 

comparing the decoded information of the product code with the table in the 
database to determine the routing information (Hudetz, Fig. 4; col. 7, lines 1-67; col. 8, 
lines 1-10; Call, Fig. 2, items 213, 215, 211; col. 1, lines 37-65; col. 2, line 64 - col. 3, 
line 45; col. 6, line 32 - col. 7, line 61; col. 13, lines 6-22). 

12. As to claim 8, Hudetz-Call discloses the step of reading comprises scanning of 
the machine-readable code (Hudetz, Fig. 8, item 236) with a bar code scanner (Hudetz, 
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Fig. 8, item 220) and wherein the nnachine-readable code comprises a bar code 
(IHudetz, Fig. 8, item 236). 

1 3. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892 which is an attachment 
to this office action. 

1 4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-672-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 



